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The NAEP Questions Tool

The NAEP Questions Tool provides educators, researchers, parents, and
students with access to released questions from NAEP assessments in
nearly all subject areas, dating from 1990.

The questions are presented as

examples of what NAEP asks students in grades 4, 8, and 12;
examples of questions that probe students' knowledge of specific
content areas; and

a way to examine student performance on a specific question by
race/ethnicity, gender, and other student groupings.

NAEP has released over 1,000 questions from past assessments to the
public, and will continue to release more after each assessment.

How to Access

The direct URL to NAEP Questions is
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/itmrls
or click NAEP Questions on the Nation's Report Card home page.

To Start
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Participation in NAEP
2005 Is Important to
Our Nation

This winter, thousands of schools
selected from across the nation will
play an important role in measuring
educational progress.
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The NAEP Questions Tool provides easy access to NAEP questions, student
and scoring guides that are released to the public. Both national
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Leam how to get the

1. Click Search Options to begin.
2. Note that there is an online tutorial, and Tool Help is available
from all pages of the NAEP Questions Tool.
Note that CONTACT US is in the black band at the top of every NAEP
page. Please use it to ask questions about NAEP that are not answered
on this website, or to send us comments.

Search Options

There are three ways to search for a released NAEP question. Most
often, you'll be using Quick Search or Advanced Search. ...

most out of the NAEP
Questions Tool by
using the futorial.

and state data, where appropriate, are presented.
I -

.. to begin using the NAEP Questions Tool.

These questions are presented for the use of teachers, parents. students. and others as:

« examples of what NAEP asks students at 4th, 8th, and 12th grades,

. P q i that probe * knowledge of specific content area, and

» away to compare one's performance on a specific question to that of the students across the nation
and in the state.

Since some questions musl be kep1 secure for use in fulure NﬂEP assessments, only a small portion of
each NAEP . the i in this tool do not represent
complete coverage of Ine conlent comlllve skills, ane range of difficulty in the NAEP assessment for a
particular subject area. Therefore, these questions will nol serve as a practice lest for fulure NAEP
assessments. (more)

The table that follows contains the number of by subject, year,
and grade. There are now 1.397 questions available in Inls tool, plus anothat 142 quesllms from the 1996
science that are available in PDF.

Rel d Q Year, Grade

by Subj
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Quick Search

If you use Quick Search, you will select a subject and, optionally, a grade.
Click Search to see the list of questions matching your search criteria.

Advanced Search Options

Advanced Search lets you narrow the search criteria. First, select a
subject, then click Continue and select the other variables.

Question Difficulty is categorized as easy, medium, or hard. For
multiple-choice questions and questions that are either right or wrong
(i.e., dichotomously scored),

® easy questions are those that over 60 percent of the students
answer correctly;
®* medium questions are those that 40 to 60 percent of students
answer correctly; and
® hard questions are those that fewer than 40 percent of students
can answer correctly.
For constructed-response questions, Question Difficulty is also
categorized as easy, medium, or hard, and is determined after weights
are assigned to each of the score categories.

Searching by Block

After each assessment, NAEP questions are released by block. A block is
a set of all questions asked in one timed section. Search by Block
makes it easy to find specific timed sets of questions. First, select the
subject and grade, then click Continue and select the block you want
from the Year/Block column.

Search Results

@ The result of your search is a screen with a list of questions. Select
the question you want to view.

9 If all questions matching your search criteria don't fit onto one
screen, see more by selecting the next group.

@ Click the box in the In Folder column for each question you want
to add to the Print Folder. (See the Printing section for more
information about this feature.)

In the Grade column, you will see that some of the questions have
grades shown as 4 (8), 8 (12), 4 (8, 12), 12 (8), etc. This means that the
question was administered at more than one grade. You will be
examining the performance of students in the grade listed first, but you
can find the same question in the other grade(s), along with student
performance, and for constructed-response questions, sample student
responses for that grade.

Information on Each Question

There are six clickable tabs that provide scoring and performance
information for each question. The tabs are described below and on the
next page.

Question Tab

0 When you click any Description on the Search Results screen (see
above), the actual question is displayed.

e For another question, return to your search results list by clicking
the Previous Search Results button.

9 You may also use the arrows to scroll through your search results list.

Quick Search

ISe\ectﬁsuhject

j ISeIem a grade (default to All) j (optional)

Advanced Search
Within a subject, search for guestions by grade, content classification, question type, difficulty, and
other subject-specific variables.

|Se|eda5ubject j

Subject: Geography

Grade : m

Content Area : IAH j
Question Type : IA” j
Cognitive Level : All -

Question Difficulty : m

Search by Block
Within & subject, search for a specific "block” or "booklet” of questions that were administered to
students who participated in the NAEP assessment

j ISeIectagrade [clefault to All)j (optionaly

ISeIectasub]ed

Continue...

B3 % To Print Folder: Emp Add All Guestions | Remove All Guestions

1-200| 21-40 | 4160 | B1-74

! Geography 4 Atlas: Locate country using Equator and Prime Meridian 2001-4G7 [}
2 Geography 4 Atlas: Use population pie charts 2001-4G7 [m]
3 Geography 4 Atlas: Identify is on map 2001-4G7 03 [}
4 Geography k) Atlas: Compare countries using three maps 2001-4GF 04 [}
5 Geography 4 Atlas: Use maps to explain land use 2001-4G7 05 [m]
6 Geography 4 Atlas: | ocate ice caps and glaciers on world map 2001-4G7 06 [m}
T Geography 4 Atlas: L ocate continents in tropics 2001-4G7 07 [}
8 Geography 4 Atlas: Locate place using latitude and longitude 2001-4G7 08 [m]
9 Geography 4 Atlas: | ocate a South American capital 2001-4G7 09 [}
10 Geography 4 Atlas: Use U.S. growing Season map 2001-4G7 10 [m]
11 Geography 4 Atlas: Identify bordering countries on Asia map 2001467 1 (]
12 Geography 4 Atlas: Locate landlocked country on Asia map 2001-4G7 12 [m]
13 Geography 4 Atlas: | ocate place using irrigation map 2001-4G7 13 [}
14 Geography 4 Atlas: Identify elevation of region 2001-4G7 14 [}
15 Geography 4(8) |Mark X on Your State/District 2001-4G8 M [}
16 Geography 4(8) |ldentify Lake Superior 2001-4G8 02 [m]
17 Geography 4(8) |ldentify the Mississippi River 2001-4G8 03 [}

[ Question 24 of 74 =)

23 To Print Folder: Empty Add Question

Ferformance Data Y Content Classification % Scoring Guideey ' Student Responses

Frintable Version

10. Florida is an example of

A) an isthmus
B) an island
) a peninsula
D) & plateau




@CIick Subject Info to find useful information about the latest
assessment in the subject you are exploring, including details about
the framework for the assessment, assessment procedures
distribution of the questions by type, scoring information, and
information about how the results are reported.

Performance Data Tab

The Performance Data tab shows information about how students
performed on the question.

Tool Hel
Previous Search Results 4mQuestion 24 of 74mp
23 To Print Folder: Empty § Add Question

Question N Performance Data | Contert Classification '\ Scoring Guidekey
Printable Version

Student Responses N Mare Data

2001 National Performance Results

Score Percentage of Students
Correct I 10
incorrect [N 56t

Omitted Hem | 2%

o 100

Hote
# These results are for public and nonpublic school students

# Fercentage may not add to 100 due to rounding

Content Classification Tab

The Content Classification tab shows the area of knowledge that the
question is assessing.

Tool Help
Frevious Search Results 4=Question 24 of 74mp
3 Tg Print Folder: Empty § Add Question

Question '\ Performance Data | Content Cl ' i Sooring Guideiey N Student Responses | Mare Data

Printabie Version Content Ares Cognitive Level

Content Area

Space and Piace

Exarnple: Where is Mew York City? Why is it there? What are its most notable features? How has its
physical location contributed to its population growth and density?

Spatial understanding is measured by guestions such as these. It develops as students learn the
context of place geography--where a specific place (or a particular thing) is located in the community,
nation, and the world. Knowing the location of a place is practical information, and thinking about why it
is there and what it is like helos students develon an understanding of a nlace and the issues that affect

Scoring Guide/Key Tab

The Scoring Guide/Key tab displays the correct answer or key for
multiple-choice questions. For questions that ask students to write a
response, the scoring guide describes the range of scores and criteria
used to judge the response.

Tool Help.
Previous Search Results 4mQuestion 24 of 74

23 To Print Folder: Empty § Add Question

Guestion % Performance Dats N Cortent CI o] Scoring
Printable Version

Student Responses 4 hiore Data

Key
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Student Response Tab

The Student Response tab displays sample student responses at each
score level for questions that ask students to write a response.

- Student Response
17. Read the passags aham What does Chief Seattle believe about owning land?

Rt i n gpedial omd it Asten’t
jd——}m:

Many other people in the Umted States hold wiews on owning land different from

thosg, of Chief Seattle. What are these views?  [Formonse Image]
L, Lomd E oL
c@— gm.g &m;ﬂm

17. Read the passage above. What does Chiefl Seattle believe about owning land?

Chief Seatle thinks land cannotbe
owhe

Many other people in the United States hold views on ownng land different from

H“&‘L“Q*“ﬁé‘&’??"”mﬂ lard cgn be

ard/itmils/ stab_asp - Microsoft Intemet... M [=] 3 |

Both - afler an summaty of Chiel Sealle’s wiew on land ownership
and a conlrary wiews

Close Window

More Data Tab

The More Data tab shows additional data for each question, including

how groups of students (e.g., gender, racefethnicity, and others)
performed on the question.

Tool Help provides access to the tutorial from any screen.

Tool Help
ew S Previous Search Results 4= Question 3T of 74
3 To Print Folder: Empty &5 Add Question

Guestion % Performance Data S Content Classification | Scoring Guidedie Studsnt Responses

More Data
Printable \Version
Mational/Geography Compositefdccommodations Permitted/Grade 4/2001
Chief Seattle's Speech ;5013204
Awerage Scale Score and Row Percentage (with Standard Errars)
Overall Performance
Inappropriste Pattial Complete
Ay Rov A, Raowe Ay Rowy A,
MScore(SE.) Pct.(SE )Score(SE.) Pct.(SE )Score(SE.) Pct.(SE. )Score(SH
- TOTAL - 1893 207 1.4 78% 1.1 232 25 13% 1.1 249 28 B% 06 - -
ACHIEVEMENT LEVEL
Inappropriate Partial Complete
Ay Rowy Ly, Rovww By Rioww Ay,
MScore(SE.) Pct.(SE )Score(SE.) Pct.(SE )Score(SE.) Pct.(SE.)Score(SH
Advanced e e e e e e e e e e e e e e
Proficient 380 252 09 B1% 41 284 1.8 23% 33 -— - 4% 28 - -
Basic 954 214 08 82% 1.4 219 17 13% 1.4 - 3% 0.9
Below Basic 529 162 1.4 92% 14 - — 4% 1.0 - - 0% 02




Printing
The Print Folder option lets you add, customize, and print a group of

questions that you select.

® Add questions to the Print Folder.
e (Customize your print options in the Print Folder.
® Print your questions.

Adding Questions to the Print Folder - oo i
To add to the Print Folder from an individual question screen,

@ Click Add Question.
To add to the Print Folder from the Search Results screen,

e Click the box in the In Folder column for each question you want
to print or click Add All Questions to add all questions from the
search results list; and

e Click To Print Folder to view the folder's contents and to use the
options.

Customizing Your Print Options in the Print Folder ---------oreeeov

0 Select the options you want from the Print Options check boxes.

e Use the Edit Options buttons to change the question order, to view
a question, or to delete or restore a question. Click Save.

e Click the Assemble Document button to print from your browser.
You can also copy and paste your contents into any of the newer
word processing applications. See Printing Your Questions next.

Printing Your Questions

Printing from your browser is quick, but you will not be able to control
page breaks, and you will have headers and footers from your browser. To
have better control over what you print, copy the Print Folder contents
into any of the newer, HTML-aware word processors (e.g., Microsoft
Word). For instance, when the same stimulus serves for several questions,
the stimulus will print out for each question you have in your assembled
collection, so you might want to delete it for all but the first question. If
the stimulus and the question are separated by a page break, copy the
question into a word processor and eliminate the break.

FOllow these StePS: -----rmororor e

0 After clicking Assemble Document, go to the Edit menu in your
browser and choose Select All.

@ From Edit, select Copy.

9 Open your word processor and select Paste from its Edit menu.

Save your new file and edit it as needed. Note that it is in table format

with images inserted, so you will edit as you would a table.

Additional Help

0 For more help with features on the NAEP website, click HELP in the
banner.

@ For additional help, write to us via CONTACT US, or e-mail
Sherran.Osborne@ed.gov. -
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21 Geography 4(8) Where Large City Would Develop 2001-4GE 5
22 Geography 4(8) Conflict About Resources 2001-4G8
23  Geography 4(8) Hation With Steel Industry 2001-4G§ 09

(7= Print Foider
| owScarch Il Provious Search Resalts |

74 items

Subject,

You have selected the questions below to be printed. You can choose the infarmation you want included
in the "Print Options" section. You can rearrange and delste questions in the "Edit Options® section.
\When you are ready to view the printable selection of questions, click the SAVE button to save your
changes, then click on the Assemble Document button. You can then print, copy or download the
document you create. Return to this page by using your browser's back button.

™ Performance Data
™ Content Classifications

===

You can delete questions, change question order, and preview any question in this section. ¥vhen you are
finished making your edd selections, Click the SAVE button to update your changes. If you have made a
mistake, click Restore to recover the previously saved list

F Questions

™ Scoring Guides/eys
I” Student Responses

Selectan item:
1. Where Large City Would Develop (Grade 4 Hard)

2 Caonflict About Resources (Grade 4 Hard)

3. Nation With Steel Industry (Grade 4 Hard)

4 Atles: Locate country using Equator and Prime Mendian (Grade 4 Hard)
5. Atles: Use population pie chans (Grade 4 Easy)

6. Atlas: Identity megalopolis on population map (Grade 4 Medium)

7. Alles. Compare countries using three maps (Grade 4 Hard)

8. Atles: Use maps to explain land use (Grade 4 Hard)

9. Atlas: Locate ice caps and glaciers on world map (Grade 4 Easy)

10. Atlas’ Locate confinents in tropics (Grada 4 Medium) _:{
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